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MICROVAL QUESTIONNAIRE FOR EXPERT AND COLLABORATIVE MICROBIOLOGY LABORATORIES.

Introduction

In order to consider your suitability as either an expert laboratory or a collaborative laboratory in interlaboratory trials for registration on the MicroVal database, please complete the following questionnaire. Your information will be treated with appropriate confidentiality with respect to conducting a successful validation trial.

The trial will be run under conditions outlined in the MicroVal Rules and Certification Scheme and in accordance with ISO 16140 “Microbiology of food and animal feeding stuffs – Protocol for the validation of alternative methods. Familiarisation with both these documents before completion of this questionnaire is essential.
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1 -
Laboratory

Name
toc  \f O 
Address


Postal code
toc  \f O 
toc  \f O 
Country

toc  \f O 
Telephone

toc  \f O 
Telefax

toc  \f O 
E-mail


Website






2 -
Contact person
First Name/Last Name

toc  \f O 
Title


Position/Job Title
toc  \f O 

toc  \f O 

toc  \f O 
Direct Telephone

toc  \f O 
Direct Telefax

toc  \f O 
Direct E-mail

3 -
Type of organization



(
Public laboratory


(
Food industry laboratory


(
Service laboratory


(
University laboratory


(
Research Institute

(
Other, please be precise



4 -
Is your laboratory part of a larger organization?


(
Yes
(
Name of parent organisation  .................................................................

Address


Postal Code


Country


Telephone


Telefax


· 
No


5 -
Size of microbiology laboratory


Number of staff available for validation studies as:

· Expert laboratory

· Collaborative laboratory


Ratio between academically educated staff / technically qualified staff:


Number of other unqualified technical operatives:

6 -
Does the microbiology department have a dedicated R&D section?


(
Yes
(
How many full time (or equivalent) staffs work in this R&D section?


(
No


7 -
Is your laboratory experienced in international co-operation? Please give brief details

· Yes


· International microbiology organisation /societies/committees. Please identify …………………………………………………………………………………………….

· Cooperation with:
(
Service laboratories





(
Food producers





(
Universities





(

Other, please identify


(
No

8 -
Have you participated in European or other international research programs for development or validation of alternative microbiological methods?


(
Yes
(
Please identify e.g. AIR, FAIR, EUREKA etc


(
No

9 -
Accreditation and expertise

Is your laboratory:

· accredited in accordance with EN ISO 17025?


· approved in accordance with the OECD principles of Good Laboratory Practice (GLP)?

· certified in accordance with ISO 9001?


·  other recognition?



Please include a copy of your accreditation/approval/certification document.

Accreditated methods:

Please indicate in the table below all accreditated microbiological methods (conventional or alternative) that you wish to have considered in the MicroVal assessment

	Method
	Source*
	Reference
	Accreditated by whom
	Number of staff approved proficiency

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


*e.g. ISO, AOAC, National/Internationally recognised, In-house method
Please identify your expertise with respect to:
- preparation of samples for method comparison and/or collaborative studies;

· checking of samples for homogeneity and stability;

· other area of expertise relevant to validation studies proficiency testing, preserved culture collection, identification systems, etc. Mention any related publication.


Identify any areas of expertise that are relevant.


What is your experience with other alternative methods not listed above?

Do you have experience with alternative methods?
Yes (

No (
Are they commercially available ones? 


Yes (

No (
Describe your experience with the alternative methods in your laboratory  and the field of application.
Have you participated in the evaluation of an alternative method?

Yes (

No (
Which microorganism where sought?

If yes, was it a collaboration with

A kit manufacturer 


(



Other organisation 


(
Was your role as an 

Organising laboratory 
(



Collaborative laboratory 
(
Were the results statistically analysed by your laboratory?

Yes (

No (
Were the results confidential ( 
or are they published (? (see below)

10 -
Statistical expertise of your laboratory

Do you have a statistician in your 
· laboratory, 
· company, 
· or readily available statistical consultant? 
· Do you use a software for statistics? If yes which one and which methods?

After reading ISO 16140 “Microbiology of food and animal feeding stuffs – Protocol for the validation of alternative methods, are you/your statistician familiar with the statistical methods described (Fisher’s Least Square test, Ordinary Least Square estimates, Rousseeuw Remedian, Excel methods such as CORREL, COVAR, INTERCEPT, STEYX…)?

In the case of using a statistical consultant how do you judge/demonstrate the expertise of the consultant with respect to the above statistical methods?



11 -
Have you ever organized a collaborative study?


(
Yes
(
(
European / international level




(
National level





(




If national, do you think you can manage a collaborative study involving other countries?





( 
Yes
( 
No


Were the results statistically analysed and by what test?



( No

( Yes: test used………………………………….


(
No
(
do you think you would be able to manage with collaborative laboratories:





( 
Yes
( 
No
12 - 
Company profile


Please give a brief profile of your company in your own words (less than 150 words, type-written); emphasis should be put on areas in relation to Food Microbiology.

13 - 

Do you wish to be an expert laboratory or a laboratory involved in collaborative studies?


(
Expert laboratory


(
Collaborative laboratory


(
Both

14 - 
Additional comments


(If more space is needed please use an appendix)

15 - 
List of relevant publications by members of staff in your laboratory (10 maximum)

- 6 -
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